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A Message from Mayor Daley

Porches and decks reveal as much about the history of Chicago
housing as do the brick cornices, high-reaching archways and
decorative facades found on many older two and three-flat
buildings. Originally intended as a secondary exit for tenants in
case of an emergency, the use of porches began to expand when
Vg milkmen and dry ice providers used the back porch as a meansto
Richard M. Daley  deliver their goods and laundry was hung there to dry.

Today, the use of porches and decks continues to evolve. Homeowners and tenants use
porches as an extension to their home or apartment by adding potted plants and deck
furniture. The popularity of decks has grown as city dwellers have begun to view them as
aplace to host occasional parties. However you choose to enjoy your porch or deck, it’'s
essential that it is designed properly, built in accordance with the Chicago Building Code
and maintained on aregular basis so that in the case of an emergency, all the building’'s
occupants can exit safely.

For homeowners who intend to replace their deck or porch system, the City has
developed a step-by-step guide to porch and deck design and construction. Whether you
are building the porch or deck yourself or have hired a contractor to do the work for you,
this Guide will provide you with the information you need to ensure that your porch or
deck is built correctly. It contains several standardized porch designs that comply with
the Chicago Building Code. It also includes instructions on construction methods and
describes the process for obtaining a building permit once the design has been selected.

The safety of all Chicagoansisour first and foremost priority. If you have doubts about
the safety of your porch or deck or if you are unsure if it should be replaced, call 311.

Sincerely,

Richard M. Daey
Mayor



